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experience, and has my complete confidence.
Standing alongside Secretary Clinton and Am-
bassador Rice, his appointment is a strong sig-
nal of my administration’s commitment to sup-
port the people of Sudan, while seeking a last-

ing settlement to the violence that has claimed
so many innocent lives.

NOTE: The statement referred to Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton; and Ambassador
Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative
to the United Nations.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation to Encourage
Voluntarism
March 18, 2009

I’m pleased that the House of Representa-
tives has passed the bipartisan GIVE Act, legis-
lation to usher in a new era of service in this
new century. I want to applaud all those who
have worked so hard to see this bill through the
House, and I am eager to see the companion
legislation, the Serve America Act, passed
through the Senate so I can sign it into law. 

This legislation will help create new opportu-
nities for millions of Americans to serve their
communities and help us meet our most press-
ing challenges, from rebuilding our schools to
providing opportunity for those in need, from
helping America’s veterans to helping get us on
the path to energy independence. At this mo-

ment of economic crisis, when so many people
are in need of help and so much needs to be
done, this could not be more urgent. 

We know that government alone is not the
answer to the challenges we face. It will take all
of us taking our share of responsibility. And
while government can provide the opportuni-
ties to give back to our communities, as I hope
it will through this legislation, it is up to each
and every citizen to seize those opportunities. It
is up to every one of us to do his or her small
part to make the world a better place.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1388.

Remarks at Southern California Edison’s Electric Vehicle Technical Center in
Pomona, California
March 19, 2009

The President. Thank you, guys. Thank you.
Please, everybody have a seat. Well, first of all,
Levon, what a wonderful story. I can tell you’re
a great dad, and Alex is lucky to have you. 

I want to make some additional acknowledg-
ments. We’ve got a lot of dignitaries here, peo-
ple who were helpful in helping to pull this to-
gether. First of all, the Congresswoman from
this district, Grace Napolitano, there she is
right there. We’ve got Senator Gloria Negrete
McLeod. Did I pronounce that properly? No?
Why don’t you help me out? 

Senator Gloria Negrete McLeod. Negrete
McLeod. 

The President. Negrete McLeod—so nice to
see you. Assemblywoman Norma Torres, Sena-
tor Christine Kehoe, good to see you; Senator

Ron Calderon. We’ve got the mayor of Long
Beach, Mayor Bob Foster is here; we’ve got the
mayor of Pomona, Mayor Elliott Rothman.
We’ve got Village Academy High School stu-
dents who are here—in the house. Ted Craver,
who is the CEO of Edison International, is
here, and just helped us on the tour. Go ahead
and stand. Thank you, Ted. We’ve got Al
Fohrer, who is the CEO of Southern California
Edison, who is here. We have Ed Kjaer, who
just gave me the tour, right here; Pat Lavin,
business manager, IBEW Local 47. 

Thank you all for taking the time to be here.
And it is good to be back in California. It’s al-
ways nice to get out of Washington for a little
bit, recharge your batteries. [Laughter] You
know a little bit about that here. [Laughter] I
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want to thank the folks here at the Electric Ve-
hicle Technical Center for the tour we just
had.

Yesterday I was in Costa Mesa talking with
people about this economic downturn that
we’re in. It’s a downturn that’s hitting this
State as much as any State in the Union. One
out of 10 Californians are out of work and ac-
tively looking for jobs. The foreclosure crisis
has had a devastating impact on southern Cali-
fornia in particular. But Californians aren’t
just bearing the brunt of this crisis; you are do-
ing what needs to be done to overcome it.

This workshop is a perfect example of that.
Day by day, test by test, trial by painstaking tri-
al, the scientists, the engineers, the workers at
this site are developing the ideas and innova-
tions that our future depend on. It’s your inge-
nuity that will help create the new jobs and
new industries of tomorrow.

I know it’s not easy. There are days, I’m
sure, when progress seems fleeting and days
when it feels like you’re making no progress at
all. That’s how it feels in the White House
sometimes too. [Laughter] But often, our
greatest discoveries are born not in a flash of
brilliance, but in the crucible of a deliberate
effort over time. And often they take some-
thing more than imagination and dedication
alone; often they take an investment and a
commitment from government. That’s how we
sent a man to the Moon. That’s how we were
able to launch a worldwide web. And it’s how
we’ll help to build the clean energy economy
that’s the key to our competitiveness in the
21st century.

We’ll do this because we know, as Levon
just said, that the nation that leads on energy
will be the nation that leads the world in the
21st century. Our children’s futures depend
on it. That’s why, around the world, nations
are racing to lead in these industries of the fu-
ture. Germany is leading the world in solar
power. Spain generates almost 30 percent of
its power by harnessing the wind, while we
manage less than 1 percent. Japan is produc-
ing the batteries that currently power Ameri-
can hybrid cars.

So the problem is not a lack of technology.
You’re producing the technology right here.

The problem is that for decades we’ve avoided
doing what we must do as a nation to turn
challenge into opportunity. As a consequence,
we import more oil than we did on 9/11. The
1908 Model T—think about this—the 1908
Model T earned better gas mileage than the
typical SUV in 2008. Think about that. A hun-
dred years later and we’re getting less gas
mileage, not better, on SUVs. Even as our
economy has been transformed by new forms
of technology, our electric grid looks largely
the same as it did half a century ago.

So we have a choice to make. We can re-
main one of the world’s leading importers of
foreign oil, or we can make the investments
that would allow us to become the world’s
leading exporter of renewable energy. We can
let climate change continue to go unchecked,
or we can help stop it. We can let the jobs of
tomorrow be created abroad, or we can create
those jobs right here in America and lay the
foundation for lasting prosperity.

And that’s what my recovery plan does. It
will create or save 3.5 million jobs, nearly
400,000 of them right here in California, in
part, by making investments in areas critical to
our long-term growth. And that is the forward-
thinking purpose of the budget that I submit-
ted to Congress. It’s a budget that makes hard
choices about where to save and where to
spend, that makes overdue investments in ed-
ucation, health care, and, yes, in energy—in-
vestments that will catalyze innovation and in-
dustry, create green jobs, and launch clean, re-
newable energy companies right here in Cali-
fornia.

Over the next 3 years, we will double this
Nation’s supply of renewable energy. We’ve
also made the largest investment in basic re-
search funding in American history, an invest-
ment that will spur not only new discoveries in
energy but breakthroughs in science and tech-
nology. We will invest $15 billion a year to de-
velop technologies like wind power and solar
power, advanced biofuels, clean coal, and fuel-
efficient cars and trucks that are built right
here in the United States of America. 

We will soon lay down thousands of miles of
powerlines that can create new energy in cities
and towns across this country. And we will put
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Americans to work making homes and buildings
more efficient so that we can save billions of
dollars on our energy bill, just like you’ve done
in California for decades. And we will put 1 mil-
lion plug-in hybrid vehicles on America’s roads
by 2015. That’s what we’re going to focus on.

Now, because these cars of tomorrow require
batteries of tomorrow, I’m announcing that the
Department of Energy is launching a $2 billion
competitive grant program under the Recovery
Act that will spark the manufacturing of the bat-
teries and parts that run these cars, that will al-
low for the upgrading of factories that will pro-
duce them, and in the process, create thousands
of jobs in facilities like this one all across Ameri-
ca. 

Show us that your idea or your company is
best suited to meet America’s challenges, and
we will give you the chance to prove it. And just
because I’m here today doesn’t exempt all of
you from that challenge. Every company that
wants a shot at these tax dollars is going to have
to prove their worth. So, Levon, you’re going to
have to work hard. [Laughter] 

We’re also making a $400 million downpay-
ment on the infrastructure necessary to get
these cars on the road. And because these cars
won’t leave the showroom unless consumers
buy them, the Recovery Act includes a new tax
credit of $7,500 to encourage Americans to plug
one in at home. 

Now, true to form, true to form, California
has already forged ahead with its own plans
rather than wait for Washington. It’s fitting that
the State home to the first freeway and the first
gas station is already at work devising the next
freeway and the next gas station. This green
freeway you’re planning with Oregon and
Washington would link your States with a net-
work of rest stops that allow you to do more
than just grab a cup of coffee, but also charge
your car, refuel it with hydrogen or biofuels,
swap out a battery in the time it takes to fill a
gas tank. Charging stations have begun to pop
up around downtown San Francisco, and that
city has just joined with San Jose and Oakland
with the vision of becoming the electric vehicle
capital of the United States.

And here at Southern California Edison and
all across the country, in factories and laborato-

ries, at the Big Three and at small startups,
these innovations are taking place right now. In
Michigan and Ohio and right here in California,
we’re seeing exciting developments in this field
as hard-working men and women like you are
already laying the groundwork for this new in-
dustry. Even as our American automakers are
undergoing some painful adjustments, they are
also retooling and reimagining themselves into
an industry that can compete and win, and mil-
lions of jobs depend on it.

So this is the critical work you’re doing, but
it’s just one component of what must be a com-
prehensive energy plan. And that’s why we’re
making an $11 billion investment in upgrading
our power grid, so that it can carry renewable
energy from the far-flung places that harness or
produce it to the cities that use it. That’s why
we’ll create jobs retrofitting millions of homes
and cutting energy use in Federal buildings by
one quarter, saving the American taxpayer $1.5
billion each year.

These are challenging times, but we know we
can do this. It won’t come without a cost; it
won’t be easy. We’ve got 240 million cars al-
ready on the road. We’ve got to upgrade the
world’s largest energy grid while it’s already in
use. And other countries aren’t standing around
and waiting for us; they’re forging ahead with
their own bold energy plans.

But this is the thing we have to remember:
We’ve faced tough challenges before. At our
best, we have never relied on hope and chance
alone. Time and time again, we’ve tapped those
great American resources: industriousness and
ingenuity. That, after all, is what California is all
about. This is a State that has always drawn peo-
ple who’ve had their eyes set on the horizon,
who’ve always dreamed of a future that others
thought beyond reach. That’s the spirit that you
are reclaiming here at the electric vehicle test
center. That’s the spirit we need to reclaim all
across the country.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Levon Atarian, fore-
man, Electric Vehicle Technical Center, South-
ern California Edison, who introduced the
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President, and his son Alex; Rep. Grace F. Na-
politano; California State Sens. Gloria Negrete
McLeod, Christine Kehoe, and Ronald S.
Calderon; California State Assemblywoman

Norma J. Torres; and Ed Kjaes, senior engi-
neer, Electric Vehicle Technical Center,
Southern California Edison.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in Los
Angeles, California
March 19, 2009

The President. Thank you so much. It is
good to be here. It is good to be here. Al-
though I was hoping that the Governor was
going to take a little longer on his remarks, be-
cause I was standing outside soaking in some
rays. [Laughter] Nothing like California
weather. 

I am greatly honored to be joined here by
one of the great innovators of State govern-
ment, somebody who has been leading Cali-
fornia through some very difficult times, and
somebody who has turned out to be just an
outstanding partner with our administration.
I’m grateful for him; I’m grateful for the first
lady of California. Please give it up for Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Maria Shriver. Thank
you. 

Another outstanding public official, some-
body who is fighting every day on behalf of the
working people of Los Angeles and has a vi-
sion for the future for this great city, please
give a huge round of applause to your mayor,
Antonio Villaraigosa. Somebody who’s always
been ahead of his time and has covered the
waterfront in public service and has excelled in
each thing that he’s done, please, a big round
of applause for your attorney general, Jerry
Brown. 

Some other friends who are here, State Au-
ditor Elaine Howle—where’s Elaine? Right
here. Speaker of the Assembly, a great sup-
porter of Obama from the start, Karen Bass;
Senate President pro tem Darrell Steinberg is
here. State Senator Gil Cedillo is here. Assem-
blyman John Perez is here. Your two wonder-
ful United States Senators are not here, but I
want you to applaud them anyway, because
they work for us each and every day, Dianne
Feinstein and Barbara Boxer. Congresswoman
Lucille Roybal-Allard is not here, but she is

your Congresswoman, so give her a big round
of applause. And last person I want to men-
tion—well, two other people I want to men-
tion—I believe that my Secretary of Labor,
Hilda Solis, is here in the house. 

I also want to make this point. We are in a
facility named after one of the finest labor
leaders in this region’s history and in this
country’s history, Miguel Contreras. And
Miguel’s widow is a great friend of mine, a
great supporter, a great labor leader in her
own right. Please give it up for Maria Elena
Durazo. Maria Elena was one of our earliest
supporters at a time when nobody gave us a
chance. She said, “Si se puede.” We could do
it. And we’re grateful to her. Thank you so
much. 

It’s always nice to get out of Washing-
ton—at least for a little bit—and to come to
places like this. The climate is nicer. So is the
conversation sometimes. [Laughter] So I am
looking forward to taking your questions and
hearing about your concerns. And I look for-
ward to telling you about the work my admin-
istration is doing to address some of those con-
cerns.

But the one thing I don’t need to tell you is
that these are challenging times. I don’t need
to tell you this because you’re living it every
day. Between December of last year and Janu-
ary of this year, this State lost more than half a
million jobs; 1 out of every 10 Californians is
now out of work. Housing prices here have
fallen 20 percent in the past year, and you’ve
got one of the highest foreclosure rates in the
Nation.

So your public servants are working double
overtime to address these critical issues. And I
know how tough times are in Los Angeles, in
California, but also all across the country.
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